The Goal of Parenting: Worship

N.B: These were my notes for teaching/leading the parent’s breakfast discussion and were not originally intended for distribution. I have distributed them with negligible  revision. Thus, while I hope that the content proves useful, I acknowledge that the notes are unfinished and idiosyncratic and may thus appear cryptic. Don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions. I welcome further dialogue.

Books Referenced:  Ginger Plowman’s “Don’t Make Me Count to Three”, Dan Allendar’s “How Children Raise Parents”, and Ted Tripp’s “Shepherding a Child’s Heart.”

Intro:

I like exercising. Why do I do it? Goals are important. “Why” is an important question.

1. To stay in shape.

2. To relax.

3. To keep from getting hurt when hanging out with the students.

4. To be able to keep up with my own kids some day.

- these things define how, and how often, I exercise. Thus, I don’t run marathons.

Group Exercise: Everyone write on an index card:

What do you want for your children? (What are your goals as parents?)

How do you define success? (How do you know you have gotten what you wanted?)

How would your child complete this sentence: “What Mom and Dad want for me is…”

How do we measure up?

Deut 6:4

One goal- to raise children to be worshippers.

Today’s outline: What we are called to, what we are tempted to do instead, how we can do what we are called to do.
1. What we are called to do- raise worshippers.

Deut 6:4- One God. 

1. The call to worship. Vs 4- complete exclusivity of God. 6:4- cf Mk 12:29, (Is 42:8, Zech 14:9, John 17:3, I Cor 8:4,6)

a. Understand in the context. Deut 1-4 History Deut 5 law, Deut 6-11 – explaining 1st commandment.

b. Deut 4:32-40 – Lord’s uniqueness show through redemption. God is known through his works. Not given a dogma textbook. Given a story.

c. Our response- complete and utter, exclusive devotion. 

i. Fear- theme in Deut. Fear of the Lord: Deut  4:10, 5:29, 6:13, 24, 8:6, 10:12, 20; 13:4; 14:23; 28:58; 31:12,13 cf Prov 1:7. 

ii. 6:5 – cf Matt 22:37, Mk 12:30, Lk 10:27 (2 kings 23:25)

iii. from the heart 6:6

iv. This means a life of worship.

v. What do we think when we hear the word worship?

vi. Shallow view. We think that worship is an inch deep. It’s more like the ocean!

vii. I cor 10:31- Living for God’s glory. Theme of fear. Theme of love. Words of worship/adoration. All of life. God has made himself known in his works- redemption and creation. No sacred/secular dichotomy. 

viii. First application point- this is something we continue to learn about all life long.

ix. Point is not saying the sinner’s prayer for us; its worship.

2. The call to teach our children to worship

· Teach/shepherd/lead them to worship/fear/love/serve/obey

· Deut 4:9-10 keep your soul and tell your children what God has done. Specifically states that they are to teach their children. Cf Deut 6:2, 7, 20-25, 10:15, 11:19 Deut 31:12-13, Deut 32:46

· Not just external.

· Sin is internal - Mark 7:21-22, Luke 6:45

· “A change in behavior that does not stem from a change in heart is not commendable; it is condemnable.” – 33 Plowman  Pharisees in Matt 15

· Obedience flows from the heart, through the head, to the hand. All of life.

· Colossians 1:28

· App- God has put the parents in charge. You are the one tasked with raising your children. Primary responsibility. Parts may be delegated, but you are responsible. Secondarily, and as a support- community, church. 

· App- Redeemer Montclair Youth purpose flows from this.

· Teach them diligently to your children.

· HOW to teach them diligently? Vs 7b-9. More on that later.

· Children with a transformed loyalty.

Verse 7 says it plainly. The word of God is never to be far from the lips and very often to be popping into the conversation that fathers and mothers have with their kids. Whether it is having a catch in the yard or working at some chore in the house or beside the bed at night, another line, another stitch, another nail. Remember, son, what our heavenly Father says about that. Or, that is why, my girl, the Lord told us never to do that or say that or think that. Or, the solution to that dilemma, my children, is here in the Word of God, where the Lord tells us to trust in him. – Rayburn

2. What we are tempted to do instead.

Controlling goals. First, where do we get our goals? What voices are we listening to?

Borrowing from Dan Allender, ‘How Children Raise Parents.”

Voices:

· Media ( voice of control: omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence)

· Neighbors and Friends (voice of comparison)

· envying other children

· envying your own children

· envying empty nesters

· Schools (voice of compulsion – culture wars, tension b/t security and risk

· Church (voice of conformity – standards and shame)

· Some voice other than God’s is more appealing, more desirous.

Unbiblical goals, when the following things become ends in themselves:

Achievement goals: Developing Special Skills, Good Education

Psychological goals: Psychological Adjustment (Self-esteem) 

Religious goals: Saved Children/Family Worship

Social goals: Well-Behaved Children, Better-Than idolatry.

Self-seeking goals: Control, Vicarious life.

Cultural goals: experience, materialism, hip.

How do these things look when divorced from a life of worship?

3. How we can do what we are called to do?

Remember, you are a shaping influence for your children. What makes you tick? What would you say drives you day-by-day? What do you fear, love, feel anxious about? What are the values taught by your home?

· Remember grace- God’s exclusive nature is revealed to us in the very story of redemption. (Deut 6:20-25). 

· Points to the cross.

· God is exclusively and totally devoted to you. He has given His spirit so that you might be totally devoted to him.

· Rejoice in your salvation.

· Learn to worship with your life.

· Acknowledge God’s call on how you parent. 

· Recognize the places where you are tempted towards false goals.

· Apply what you are learning to parenting.

· More on the HOW’s next time.

· Acknowledge the mixed signals. What are the subtle ways you are tempted to teach your children to function in the society on its terms? What mixed signals do you send your children?

Case Study:

- Wisdom of Solomon is only a wisdom God can provide. 

For example, is it really wrong for us to push our children to excel in areas where they are talented? Honoré relates how his seven-year-old son’s art teacher told him that the child was a truly gifted artist. So the next morning Honoré suggested to the boy that he take an art class after school, and got the following response: “I don’t want to go to class and have a teacher tell me what to do—I just want to draw. . . . Why do grown-ups have to take over everything?” Honoré backed off, ashamed of what he now judged to be his opportunism. If the fathers of Mozart and the Williams sisters had done the same thing, the history of human achievement would have been different.

Pull out your goals that you wrote. In what ways do you need to re-examine them?


Dr. Hendricksen- “Remember, parenting is not difficult; its impossible.” – you will need God more than you will need to be a good parent.  3 John 4.

